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By different methods we maintain our rights       15
Nor am I made to talk, nor he to fight
In bloody fields I labour to be great;
His arms are a smooth tongue, and soft deceit
Nor need I speak my deeds,, for those you see ;
The sun and day are witnesses for me.                 20

Let him, who fights unseen, relate his own,
And vouch the silent stars., and conscious moon*
Great Is the prize demanded., I confess,
But such an abject rival makes It less.
That gift, those honours., he but hoped to gain.,   S5
Can leave no room for Ajax to be vain;
Losing he wins, because his name will be
Ennobled by defeat, who durst contend with me.
Were mine own valour questioned, yet my blood
Without that plea would make my title good;   so
My sire was Telamon, whose arms, employed
With Hercules, these Trojan walls destroyed;
And who before, with Jason,, sent from Greece,
In the first ship brought home the golden fleece :
Great Telamon from JBaeus derives                     35

His birth : (the inquisitor of guilty lives
In shades below; where Sisyphus, whose son
This thief is thought, rolls up the restless heavy

stone.)

Just ^Bacus the king of gods afeove
Begot; thus Ajax is the -third from Jove,            40

Nor should I seek advantage from my line,,
Unless, Achilles, it were mixed with thine;
As next of kin Achilles5 arms 1 claim;
This fellow would ingraft a foreign name
Upon our stock, and the Sisyphian seed               4,5

By fraud and theft asserts his father's breed.
Then must I lose these arms, because 1 came
To fight uncalled, a voluntary name ?
Nor shunned the cause, but offered you my aid,
While he, long*lurking, was to war betrayed:    so